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A Declaration of both Houſes of Parlia- 


ment, in Anſwer to His Majeſties laſt 
Mcſſage concerning the Militia. 
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Priated by Rog EzA r E 
the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſtie: And by 
the Aſſignes of Jo HN Bir x, 
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BY-WAY OF 


DECLARATION 


To a Printed Paper, intituled, 


A Declaration of both Houſes of Parliament, 
in Anſwer to His Majeſties laſt Meſſage 
concerning the Militia. 


—_— - C very well underſtand how much 


it is delcw the high and Koxall 
NM dignitr wherein Sod hath pla⸗ 


| a9 Us ) to take notice, much 
| Vs e to trouble Our Self with 
=> 4 2 8 criug thei many ſcandaloi 8, 
ſeditious Pamphblets and Punted Papers, uiich 
are ſcattered with ſuch great Licence thozew⸗ 
out the Gingdom notwit andung Our car⸗ 
neſt deſire. fo oſten in vain p:elicd io2 a Leiczma⸗ 
tion though Ve ſinde it 3 That the mindes 
2 of 


(2) 


of many of Our weak Subjects have ber, a 
fl are potfoned by thoſe means , and that id ge- 
a Terrour hath pollefied the mindes and 
arts of all men, that whales tye Pzelies (warm 
(and every day pzoduceth new Tracts the 
etablitzed Government of — State) 
mot men want the Courage o2te Conttence to 
wzite , oꝛ the oppoztunity and incouragement to 
——4 — — ed het — * ag 
either erve mu1des o Ir good 
Subjects from luch Fntection , 02 reſtoꝛe and re⸗ 
cover them when they are ſo infected: But Me are 
contented to let Our Se t fall to any Office that 
may undeceive Dur People, and to take moze 
pains this way by Our owu Pon, then ever King 
yath done, when we finde any thing chat ſeems 
to carry the reputation and authoꝛity of either , oz 
4 r and will not have the 


common and vulgar 
_ T We are diharted by inkonned, whether 
thoſe Acts have in truth that Countenance and 


Warrant they pzetemd, Which regard of Gurt 
We doubt not but in time will recover that due re- 
verence (the abfence whereof me have too much 
reafon'to complain.) to Our Perlon and Our 
WDellages, wyrehin all ages Yarh been gen (and 
| no doubt is dur) totherrown of Eng] an 

Me have therefoze taken notice of a Pꝛinted 
Paper, intituled, A Declaration of both Hoaſcs of 
Parliament, Im Anfwer to Our laſt Meſlage con- 
cerning the Mititia, publithed by by command; The 


ach we are unwilling to beleeve both foꝛ the 
| Matter 


(3) 
rpꝛellions in it, and the Man 
can reſult from the content 


Matter ot it, the E 
ner of publiſhing it) 


es habe thought fit 
ceis and Kefolutions to the People 
Willing to „that ſuch 
this, ſhould be publiſhed in Anfwer to Our Mel 
ſage , wi | 

— the Yoder Our 
q dey 

s to Our People 


3 


vers of that mi 2 2 
worſe) thoſe very unto ward tons, 
dere thle Doutes had contrived that Dectara: 


(4) 


queſtionable z Neither of which is done by that 
Declaration. wg . 
life dedre, to know why we were by that Act 
abſolutely excludeo from any Power oz Autyoꝛity 
in the execution of the Militia, and We muſt ap⸗ 
pedal co all the wonld, whecher uch an —7 2 
not a greater, and juller ground foz Fear and Jea⸗ 
louiie in cas, then any ene that is avowed foz 
thoie piſtruen de Fears and Jealouſies , which are 
ſo publißelp owned, almoſt to the ruine of the 
Kingdom, But y2e have been told that We muſt 
not be jealous. of Pur great Councell of both 
Houles of Parliament; we axe not, no moꝛe they 
they are ol s their King, and hitherto they have 
not avowed any jealouſie of, oz difaffection to Dur 
Perſon; imputed all to Our evil Counſellours , to 
g i de J bn are not of their mindes: 
So nde do (and e do it from Our ſoul ).. pzofelle 
no Jealouſie of Pur Parliament, but of ſome tur⸗ 
bulent, ſeditious, and ambitious Natures, which 


I being gerne e ens may have an in⸗ 


fuenre even upon che 4ctions oi both Youles,, 
And il this Dedlaration hath palſed by ſuch con- 
ſent (which we are not willing to belee ve) it is 
not impoſlible but that the appꝛehenſion of ſuch 
Tuwulis, which have driven us from, Our City 
of London foꝛ the {atety of Our Perſon, may make 
uch an adde dane other men. (nat able to re⸗ 
—＋ (rg. Nag to make enn 
* 4:theix conference iran 8. _ - 1 
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leaf to o2dinary underſtandings) might be un⸗ 


15 


me mentioned in + ed Our Anſwer. Our dil⸗ 
like of _ CO of their names out of tye Bill 
e they recommended to us in their 
—— D;dinance, and the leaving out by ipe- 
Tall P2oviſion the pꝛeſent Loꝛd Majoꝛ of London; 
to all which the Declaration affozds no Anſwer, 
and theretoꝛe We cannot ſuppoſe it was intended 
fo2 an Anſwer to that Dur Meuage, which who⸗ 
ſoever looks upon, will ünde to be in us degree 
anſwered by that Declaration. 

But it infozms all Our Subjects, after the 
mention with what humility the Oꝛdinance was 
pzepared and pꝛelented to us, (a matter very evi⸗ 
dent in the Petitions and Metlages concerning 
it) and Our rekuſall to give Our conſent , not⸗ 
withſtanding the ſeverall reaſons offered of the 

neceſlity thereof, fo2 the ſecuring of Our Perion, 
and the Peace and Safety of Our People, whe⸗ 
ther any ſuch Reaſons were given, the weight of 
them, and whether they were not clearly and can- 
didly anſwered by Gs, the wozld will eaſily ju 85 
that they were atlaſtnecellitated to make an 
dinance by Authoꝛity of both Bouſes , to ſettie the 
Militia, warranted thereunto by che Fundamental 
Laws of the Land: But it that Declaration had 
indeed intended to have anſwered us, it would 
have told Our good Subjects what thole Fun- 
damentall Laws ot the Land are, and where to be 
found; And would at laſt have mentioned one O2- 
dinance from the firſt beginning of Parliaments 
to this pꝛelent Parliament, which endeavoured to 
impoſe any ching upon the Subject * the 

ings 


(6) 


Kings content; fo2 of tuch. all the inquiry une can 
maize, could nover Vs one inſtance. And 
if there be ſuch a Decret. of the Law, which hath 


lain hid from the b of the wozls to this 
time, and now is to tane away the juſt 


Legall Power of the King, We wich there be not 
fome other ſecret (to be diſcovered when they 
pieaſe ) fo2 the ruine and deſtruction of the Liberty 
of the Subject: Foz no dsubt, if the Moteg of 
both Houſes have any ſuch Authozity to make a 
new Law, it hath the ſame Authoꝛity to repeal 
the old, and then what will become of che long 
eſtabliſhed Rights and Liberties of the King and 
Subject, and particularly of Magna Charta, will 
be ealily diſcerned by the moſt ozdinaxy under: 
ſtandings. : 

Jt is true, nde did (out of the tenderneſſe of the 
Conſtitution of the Kingdom, and care of the Law, 
which Be are bound to defend, and being moſt al⸗ 
furedof the unjuſtifiableneſle of the pꝛetended Oz 
dinance) invite and deſire both Our Bouſes.of 
Parliament to ſettle whatſoever chould be fit of 
that nature. by Act of Parliament; But were me 
therefoze obliged to paſſe whatſoever ſhould be 
brought to us gf that kinde 2? Me did ſay in Our 

Anfwer to the Petition of both Pouaſes, pzeſented 
to us at York the 26 of March laſt (and We 
have ſaid the ſame in other Mellages befoze ) that 
we alwapes thought it necellary the buſtnelle of 
the Militia hould be ſetled. and that me never de- 
nied tie thing, onely dented the way. and me ſay 
toe farne (ill, ſince the many Diſputes, and gictes 
upon 
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& ſhould ve in the hands of a —— 


Act, oꝛ Declaration in this 
but We chall be able to grant ſuch Conmmiſſions, 


D 


upon Leads Lleutenants. and their Tommiſlions 
{ which were begun. by Us, oꝛ Our Father) had 
ſo diſcountenanced that Authoꝛity, which fo: ma- 
uy peers together was happtly looked upon, with 
—— and Obedience by the Pebple ; We did, 


and do think it very neceſſary, that ſome wheolſome 


Law be pzovidedfo2 that buſtneſle ; but Me decla⸗ 
. Ordinance 


red in Our Antwer to the 
We expected that that nece ry Power ſhould be 
fir Jrweſted in 3s; befoge e 1— to tranſ⸗ 
lerre it to other men: Neither could it ever be ima⸗ 
gined, that Me would conſent that a 


were thought wozthy to be truſted with Our Self; 
And il it wall not be thought fit to mike a new 
point, e doubt not 


which hau very Legally Enabletyoſe ne truſt to 
do all Nffices foz the Peace and Quiet ot the 
Nadie, if any Pufturbance chall happen. 

But that Peclarationfarth, ue 
offer them a Bul ready dawn. and that chey — 
pꝛeſle their earneſt zeal to cozreſpoad with Our de⸗ 
tre) didpaſle that Bill; yet all that Expꝛeſlion of 
Afiection and Loyaltie, all that carneſt deſire-of 
theirs to comply with Us, produced no better effect. 
then an abſolute deniall, even of what dy Our 
loꝛmer Mellages (as that Declaration 'COnceaves) 
We had pꝛomiſed; and fo pꝛoceeds (under the pꝛe⸗ 
tence of mentioning evill and wicked Councels 
to-cenſure and repꝛoach das in a Dialect, that We 
are confident Our oe Subjects win read with 
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with? Indeed wyiles ſo great libertie is uſed in 
Woting and Declaring men to be Enemies to 
the Common-Wealth (an Englich phzaſe we 


08) = 
mich indignation on Our behalf, But Cure if 
that Declaration had paſſed the Examination of 
both Youles of Parliament, they would never 
Have atfirmed that the Bill we refuſed ts paſle 
was the ſame me ſent to them, oꝛ hare thought 
that Our Wellage wherein the difference and con- 
trarietie between the twoBils ts ſo particularly ſet 
down, would be anſwered with the bare averring 


them to be one and the (ame Bill; No moꝛe would 


they have declared (when Our Exceptions to the 
Our pom e one br nee wo 

ur care 
ſatisfaction in all the particulars me had excepted 
againſt in the Oꝛdinance, yde had found new ex- 
ceptions to the Bill; And yet this very Declara- 
tion confelles , that Our exception to the O2di- 
nance was, that in the diſpoſing and execution 
thereof e were excluded. And was not this an ex⸗ 
pꝛeſle reaſon in Our Anſwer foz Our refuſall of the 
Bill which this Declaration will needs confute 2 


But the power was no other then to ſuppꝛelle Re⸗ 


bellion; Juſurrection; and foꝛreigne Jnvaſion,and 


the Perſons truſted no other then ſuch as were no⸗ 
minated by the great Councell of the Kinad 


andaſlented to by As; and that Declaration Aſkg it 


that be too great a Power to truſt thete perſons 


ſcarcely underſtand) and in cenſuring Men foz 
their ſervice and attendance upon Our perſon, and 
in Our lawful Commands, great heed mult be 
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taken into what hands we commit ſuch a Power 
to ſuppꝛede i nſurrection and Rebellion. And if 
Inlurrection and Rebellion have found other defi- 
nitions then wyat the Law hath given them, we 
mult be lure that no lawfull Power ſhall juſtifie 
thoſe deũniticne; And if there be Learning found 
out to make Sir John Hothams taking Arms 
agamſt Us, and keeping Our Town and Foꝛt 
from us, no Trealon oꝛ Rebellion, We know not 
whether a new Diſcovery may not finde it Kebel- 
lion in Us, to defend Our ſelf from fuch Arms, 
and to endeavour to recover what is ſo taken from 
US: And therefoze it concerns 23s (till the known 
Law of the Land be allowed to be Judge between 
Us) to take heed into what hands We commit 
ſuch Power: Belides, can it be thought that be- 
cauſe me are willing to truſt certain perſons , that 
we are obliged to truſt them in whatſoever they 
are willing to be truſted? Me ſay. no pꝛivate hands 
are fit fo: ſuch a Cruſt, neither have we departed 
krom any thing (in the leaſt degree) Me offered oz 
pꝛonuſed betoze, though e might with as much 
reaſon have withdzawn our Truſt from ſome 
ſons we befoze had accepted, as they did from 
others whom they recommended, Foz the Power 
which we are charged to have committed to parti⸗ 
cular Perſons, foz the ſpace of fifteen yeers by Our 
Conmilitons of Lteutenancy, it is notozioufly 
known, that it was not a Power created by us. 
but continued very many yeers, and in the mot 
happy times this Kingdom hath enjoyed (even 
thoſe of Our as «ee Queen Eli. 
2 


zabeth, 


6 
1 
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rabeth, and Our Father of happy memozy) | and 


what ever Authoꝛitie was granted by thoſe.Conr: 
millions which were kept in the old fozns., the 
ſame was determinable at Our pleaſure, and we 
know not that they pꝛoduced any of thoſe Calami- 
ties which might give. Our good: Subjects cauſe 
to be ſo weary of them as to run the hazard of ſo 
much nuſchiet. as that Bill we refuſed. might pol: 
lubly have produced. | 
9z the. Pelidents;of foꝛmer ages in che Com 
millions of Array, me doube not but when any 
ſuch have iſſued out, that the Kings conſent was 
alwayes obteined, and the Commiſſions determi- 
nable at His pleaſure, and then what the extent 
of power was, will be nothing applicable to this 
Cale of the Pzdmnance. OS 

But whether that Declaration hath refuted 
Our Reaſons fo2 Our refuſal to paſſe the Bill oꝛ 
no, it hath reſolved and reautred all Perſons.m 
authozity thereby to put the Oꝛdinance in pzeſent 
— — others to obey it accoꝛding to the 

ndamentall Lawes of. the Land; But we 
whom God: hath truſted to maintain and defend 
whoſe. fundamentall Lawes (which moe hope He 
will biel to ſec ire das) do declare that there is no 
legall power in either oꝛ both Houles, upon any 
yaetence whatſoever, without Our content, to 
command any part ot the Militia of this Kingdom, 
noꝛ hath the He ever been commanded by either 
d both Youles. ſince the firff foundation. of the 
Kawes of this Land; and that ſhe execution ot, oꝛ 
Mt obe dience to. that pꝛetended Ozdinance., is 


againſt 


(1) 


gainſt the fundamentall Lawes of the Land, 
gainit the liberty of the Subject, and the right of 
parliaments , and a High crime in any that ſhall 
jencefozth execute the ſame, And We do theretoꝛe 
Harge and command all Our loving Subjects, of 


þ 


pe | 
from all Our loving Subjects upon their Allea⸗ 
giance, as they wil and wer the contrary at their 
perils, and as they tender the upholding ol the true 
Pꝛoteſtant p2ofeſſion, the ſatety of Dur Perſon, 
and Dur Royall Poſterity , the Peace 
and Being of this Kingdom, - 
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